Call for Abstracts
Conference for Research on Women’s Transportation Issues

November 18 – 20, 2004

Chicago Marriott Hotel

Chicago, Illinois

Sponsored by the Transportation Research Board

Abstracts due March 1, 2004
The Conference for Research on Women’s Transportation Issues will review the state of research in this area by drawing on papers presented at the conference and small group discussions.  Subsequently, the conference committee appointed by the Transportation Research Board will make recommendations on additional research and data needed to inform transportation policy decisions that address women’s mobility, safety and security needs.  For more information, please see the Conference website at http://www.TRB.org/Conferences/Women. 

The Conference presentations will focus on comparative and empirical analyses; i.e., data-driven studies that contrast 1) travel patterns, needs, behaviors and safety risks facing men and women currently and over time, 2) different subgroups of women or 3) women’s international issues.  Specific topics of interest to the Committee are listed below.  The examples are not meant to limit authors but rather to suggest important areas for consideration.  Authors are not expected to cover more than a single issue.

· Travel Patterns, Behaviors, Needs and Preferences (the impact of household role, children and aging parents, trip chaining patterns, and/or attitudes and preferences)

· Older Women’s Travel Patterns: Security and Safety Needs (might include mode, cohort and/or residential location considerations)
· Safety (crashes) (emerging trends, gender differences, contrasts by race, ethnicity and/or age) 

· Security (crime): (might include trends and countermeasures by mode, neighborhood and/or country

· Community Design and Development relating to Access and Mobility (walkability, safety, security and access by mode)

· Ergonomics and Injury Prevention (vehicle or system design for safety, convenience or access in one or more modes)
· Travel Needs and Patterns of Underrepresented groups (differentiated by race, ethnicity or country of origin; transitioning to employment; central city residents commuting to suburban employment)
· Women’s Involvement in and Impact on Transportation Planning

· Differential Impacts of Public Policies and Programs (labor force and employment programs, environmental justice strategies and transportation policies ranging from telecommuting to road pricing)
The Conference Committee welcomes submissions from any relevant discipline, including but not limited to:  architecture, community design, economics, education, engineering, ergonomics, geography, gerontology, human factors, planning, psychology, public administration, sociology and urban history.

All papers will be peer reviewed and considered for publication.  Interested persons should submit a comprehensive abstract (approximately 500 words) to the Conference Committee by March 1, 2004.
The abstract should include a complete description of: 

1. The issue(s) to be addressed, preferably falling within one of the substantive topics described above.

2. Data sources and analytic methods.

3. Expected findings.

4. Additional research and data needs related to the issue.

5. Relevance and implications for transportation planning, policy or research.

Please include name, title, address, phone, fax and email address on each page of your abstract.
Authors will be notified by APRIL 8 if their abstracts are selected for further development into a paper for presentation at the conference.  Papers will be limited to 7,500 words and are due to the Steering Committee by September 1, 2004.  The Committee will review the papers and decide whether the authors will make a full or an abbreviated presentation.  Some papers may not be presented during the Conference; however, all papers will be considered for publication in a peer reviewed document published by the Transportation Research Board.
A limited number of partial travel scholarships may be available for those presenting papers; please indicate your need for financial assistance at the end of your abstract.  Preference for travel scholarships will be given to junior researchers.

The Committee prefers to accept e-mail submissions prepared in Microsoft Word or Rich Text format and forwarded as an attachment to your email.  The title of the file should be YOUR NAME.  In exceptional circumstances, the Committee will accept submissions by mail or fax.  Please send your abstracts to Susan Herbel at susan.herbel@thetssgroup.com, 407.829.6520 (fax), 343 Devon Place, Heathrow, FL 32746.  For questions, please contact Sandi Rosenbloom (520.623.0003), rosenblo@u.arizona.edu or Susan Herbel (407.829.6424 or 202.494.5539).
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