Subcommittee on Census Data for Transportation Planning

Meeting Agenda

Hilton Washington Hotel and Towers

Monday 7:30 PM to 9:30 PM

January 22, 2007
State Room
1.  Introductions  Bob Sicko, Chair (5  minutes)
2.  Census Transportation Planning Products (CTPP) Update  Ed Christopher, Federal Highway Administration and others (20 minutes)
A great deal of activity has occurred under the CTPP umbrella.  The American Community Survey has been implemented and data from 2005 have been released.  The American Association of State Highway Transportation Officials working with the CTPP working group is coordinating a consolidated purchase to support Census Data activities and the Longitudinal Employer Household Dynamics (LEHD) program continues to improve and make significant advances.  An Update of these and several other efforts will be made.
3.  Users Assessment of the American Community Survey  Bob Sicko, Mirai Associates (20 minutes)
In August of 2006 American Community Survey data began being released.  By now most users have had an opportunity to explore and begin working with this data.  In order to plan for the future it is important to hear from current users.  This will be an opportunity for those in attendance to talk about their impressions and give an assessment of the ACS.
4.  Traffic Analysis Zone (TAZ) Boundaries and NEW MAF/TIGER Partnership Software (MTPS)  Mike Ratcliffe, Census Bureau and Elaine Murakami, Federal Highway Administration will lead the discussion (20 minutes)

The message has been sent loud and clear that states and MPOs want TAZ data from ACS.  For the 2010 Census the Census Bureau MAF/TIGER Partnership Software (MTPS) will be used for submitting geographic boundaries including tracts, block groups, MCDs, school districts, and VTDs as well as updates to the underlying TIGER geography. Under the MAF/TIGER Partnership, GIS software is being developed for the following Census Bureau geographic programs: Local Update of Census Addresses (LUCA), Participant Statistical Areas Program (PSAP) , Boundary and Annexation Survey (BAS), School District Review Program (SDRP), and the Redistricting Data Program (RDP).  To help facilitate the creation of TAZs, the CTPP hopes to join the Partnership with the goal of adding a TAZs to TIGER.
5.  Workplace Allocation Research.  Elaine Murakami, Federal Highway Administration and Phil Salopek Census Bureau (30 minutes)
One of the perennial problems facing the processing of the ACS and prior long form data has been geocoding workplaces.  About 25 percent of workers in the ACS sample, similar to the Census 2000 long form have insufficient address information for detailed (block) coding.  With each decennial census improvement to the geocoding process have been made.  In 2000, improvements included using a more complex combination of industries and occupation codes for imputing workplace location.  However, the much smaller ACS sample requires that alternate approaches be explored.  FHWA and the Census Bureau are working with the Metropolitan Transportation Commission, the MPO for the San Francisco region, to test a GIS-based approach for the first stage of the imputation process.  Your feedback on the approach, and ideas for additional tests will be solicited.
6.  Wrap Up  Bob Sicko
7.  Adjourn

